

High Halden War Memorial Hall
Policy for Winter Weather  - Reviewed 12th November 2020  (JS)

Taking into account the advice given on the HSE, RoSPA and the Gov.UK websites (extracts below) the hall policy in the event of extreme weather being forecast or happening is as follows. 
Extreme weather conditions such as more than a few inches of snow or continuous sub zero temperatures causing ongoing icy paths and roadways
The hall should be closed and all booked events postponed or cancelled. It will be the responsibility of the hirer to notify organisation members or others expected to attend. If it is safe to do so a member of the management committee will close the bollards by the dropped kerbs and put up car park closed signs and hall closed signs.
Less severe weather conditions such as where there is a shallow covering of snow or ice which is expected to melt/go during the day
The onus will lie with the hirer to review the situation and decide if it is safe to hold the planned event. If they decide it is safe subject to care being taken but the car park is icy the car park should be closed and bollards put up with the car park closed signs displayed. Attendees should be warned to take care when using the marked pedestrian walkway and a sign put up to this effect. If possible, the grit which will be stored in the bin behind the oil fence along with a shovel, should be spread out along the walkway. However, the person doing this must take great care and only undertake the grit spreading if they feel confident to do so.
Ice/snow is forecast for a day when the hall has a booking
If possible, grit should be spread on the pedestrian walkway. Gritting should be carried out when frost, ice or snow is forecast or when walkways are likely to be damp or wet and the floor temperatures are at, or below freezing. The best times are early in evening before the frost settles and/or early in the morning before hall users arrive. Remember, salt doesn’t work instantly; it needs sufficient time to dissolve into the moisture on the floor. The person who has hired the hall should liaise with the booking officer or a member of the management committee to arrange the gritting. (stored in bin in external store cupboard next to side fire exit)

Remember the overriding factor in the event of bad weather is the safety of hall users including volunteers, contractors and the cleaner. If it is felt that despite actions to reduce the risk of a slip or a fall on the pedestrian walkway remains too high then the hall should be closed and events cancelled.
Signs available: (stored in external cupboard next to side fire exit.)
· Car park closed– to be attached to bollards
· Take care on the walkway as it could be slippery
· Hall closed - to be placed on a bollard at the front of the walkway.

Mint Cleaning to note above. If cleaner unsure whether to attend he/she should contact a member of the management committee.


Extracts from advisory websites. - plus notes in square brackets and italics re hall risk assessment.

http://www.hse.gov.uk/logistics/slips-trips-bad-weather.htm accessed 17th Sep 17
Icy conditions and winter weather
Slip and trip accidents increase during the Autumn and Winter season for a number of reasons: there is less daylight, leaves fall onto paths and become wet and slippery and cold weather spells cause ice and snow to build up on paths. There are effective actions that you can take to reduce the risk of a slip or trip. Regardless of the size of your site, always ensure that regularly used walkways are promptly tackled. 
Issues to consider during the winter months. 
Lighting 
Is there is enough lighting around your workplace for you and your workers to be able to see and avoid hazards that might be on the ground? The easiest way to find out is to ask your staff. ………. [For workers and staff read hall users. Sensor light comes on at door for person unlocking and downlighters cover the parking area plus street lamp by notice board. Review of the downlighters included in the monthly H&S check list]]
Wet and decaying leaves
Fallen leaves that become wet or have started to decay can create slip risks in two ways, they hide any hazard that may be on the path or they themselves create a slip risk. Put in place a procedure for removing leaves at regular intervals; …..  [not a major risk factor as few large trees around hall and most leaves blow away]
Rain water 
· Many slip accidents happen at building entrances as people entering the building walk in rainwater. Fitting canopies of a good size over building entrances and in the right position can help to prevent this.
· If a canopy is not a possibility, consider installing large, absorbent mats or even changing the entrance flooring to one which is non-slip. [Large absorbent mat installed just inside entrance door and a canopy covers the main entrance door]

Ice, frost and snow 
· To reduce the risk of slips on ice, frost or snow, you need to assess the risk and put in a system to manage it.
· Identify the outdoor areas used by pedestrians most likely to be affected by ice, for example: - building entrances, car parks, pedestrian walkways, shortcuts, sloped areas and areas constantly in the shade or wet.
· Monitor the temperature, as prevention is key.
· You need to take action whenever freezing temperatures are forecast. Keep up to date by visiting a weather service site such as the Met Office [image: link to external website][1] or the Highways England [image: link to external website][2].
· There are also smart signs on the market, available to buy at low cost, which display warning messages at 50 and below.
· Put a procedure in place to prevent an icy surface forming and/or keep pedestrians off the slippery surface; 
· Use grit (see separate article below for more detail) or similar, on areas prone to be slippery in frosty, icy conditions;
· Consider covering walkways e.g. by an arbour high enough for people to walk through, or use an insulating material on smaller areas overnight;
· Divert pedestrians to less slippery walkways and barrier off existing ones.
· If warning cones are used, remember to remove them once the hazard has passed or they will eventually be ignored.
Gritting
The most common method used to de-ice floors is gritting as it is relatively cheap, quick to apply and easy to spread. Rock salt (plain and treated) is the most commonly used ‘grit’. It is the substance used on public roads by the highways authority.
Salt can stop ice forming and cause existing ice or snow to melt. It is most effective when it is ground down, but this will take far longer on pedestrian areas than on roads.
Gritting should be carried out when frost, ice or snow is forecast or when walkways are likely to be damp or wet and the floor temperatures are at, or below freezing. The best times are early in evening before the frost settles and/or early in the morning before employees arrive. Salt doesn’t work instantly; it needs sufficient time to dissolve into the moisture on the floor.
If you grit when it is raining heavily the salt will be washed away, causing a problem if the rain then turns to snow. Compacted snow, which turns to ice, is difficult to treat effectively with grit. Be aware that ‘dawn frost’ can occur on dry surfaces, when early morning dew forms and freezes on impact with the cold surface. It can be difficult to predict when or where this condition will occur.
https://www.rospa.com/resources/hubs/winter/ accessed 17th Sept 2017
Clearing ice and snow at home and work
[image: Clearing snow.]Photo credit: Highways Agency     In recent years, it has been suggested that by not touching snow/ice you cannot be sued if someone slips over, and that trying to make conditions easier for pedestrians could leave you open to claims if someone subsequently has an accident.
RoSPA puts accident prevention ahead of fears about being sued if someone slips on a surface that has been cleared. Slips, trips and falls are the most common types of accident in life generally, and are clearly more prevalent when conditions are icy.
On business premises, there is a duty to take reasonable care to ensure the safety of those using your land. In public areas (e.g. the pavement outside a shop/business/service), we would hope that shopkeepers/service providers etc. would show public spirit and a wish to make access to their premises easier by clearing snow and ice. When open, they are inviting people to visit them, so we would hope that this would be reflected by the clearing of pavements.
When clearing snow/ice, there are two key points to remember:
· You must not make conditions worse- creating a sheer icy surface by pouring boiling water over the pavement and then walking away is not an option
· You must do a good job, and keep on top of the job (reacting to changing conditions). You'll probably have to tackle an area more than once.
The Gov.uk website has more advice about clearing snow and ice.
Members of the public must also remember that it is unrealistic to expect every stretch of pavement to be cleared and they should take their own reasonable precautions to avoid slipping or falling.
Clear snow from a road, path or cycleway 
You can clear snow and ice from pavements yourself. It’s unlikely that you’ll be sued or held responsible if someone is injured on a path or pavement if you’ve cleared it carefully.
How to clear snow and ice
When you clear snow and ice:
· do it early in the day - it’s easier to move fresh, loose snow
· don’t use water - it might refreeze and turn to black ice
· use salt if possible - it will melt the ice or snow and stop it from refreezing overnight (but don’t use the salt from salting bins as this is used to keep roads clear)
· you can use ash and sand if you don’t have enough salt - it will provide grip underfoot
· pay extra attention when clearing steps and steep pathways - using more salt may help
https://www.gov.uk/clear-snow-road-path-cycleway  accessed 17th Sep 2017
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